
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



THE RED CROSS 
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IN CHABGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 
Chairman of National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

The seventh annual meeting of the American National Eed Cross 
was held in the city of Washington on December 5, 1911. The morn- 
ing session was presided over by General George W. Davis, Chairman 
of the Central Committee. 

Dr. Jeffrey R. Brackett, a member of the National Eelief Board, 
read the report of Col. C. A. Devol, TJ. S. A., Chairman of the Canal 
Zone Eed Cross Chapter, on the relief work conducted by that Chapter 
after the destructive fire which visited Colon on March 23, 1911. 

Mr. Ernest P. Bicknell read an extract from a report made to the 
Central Committee by Mr. Charles D. Jameson, the expert civil engineer 
sent to China by the American Eed Cross for the purpose of making a 
study of and report on the possibility of preventing famine by river 
conservancy. Mr. Jameson travelled by cart one hundred and twenty- 
five miles through the famine region of China and described the condi- 
tions found there. He told of the helpless, suffering people wandering 
listlessly along the country roads, without any apparent object, and 
said : " When one became so weak he could not drag along he lay down 
in the road to die there, and whenever parents who were carrying their 
children found they were too weak to carry them, they put the children 
down and left them there to die." This interesting report will prob- 
ably be published in full in the Eed Cross Bulletin. 

Dr. H. Y. Yemans, U. S. A., Eeserve Corps, and Vice President of 
the Esperanto Association of North America, discussed the desirability 
of the Eed Cross personnel having a knowledge of this so-called inter- 
national language. He said that this language is easily acquired, is 
without exceptions and without irregularities. This recommendation is 
certainly appealing, and a knowledge of this universal language might 
be of inestimable value to Eed Cross nurses. 

Col. William C. Eivers, TJ. S. A., who was in charge of the relief 
work under the Philippine Eed Cross Board after the eruption of the 
Taal volcano, read a paper descriptive of the relief operations necessi- 
tated by that disaster. 

Papers were read on " How Eed Cross Christmas Seals Are Sold " 
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and " How the Money is Expended," by Mr. Eobert C. Sanger and Mr. 
H. Wirt Steel, respectively. 

Judge W. W. Morrow, of San Francisco, Chairman of the San Fran- 
cisco Eed Cross Chapter, addressed the Convention on the subject of 
the proposed Panama-Pacific International Exposition to be held in 
San Francisco in 1915, and stated that the people of San Francisco have 
already contributed $7,500,000 for this exposition. The city of San 
Francisco and the state of California have each contributed $5,000,000. 
Judge Morrow said that they hoped to make this a great educational 
exhibit to show the subjugation of matter by the mind of man, the 
unity of nations, and over all the spirit of the Eed Cross. In behalf 
of the management of this exposition it was suggested that an invitation 
be extended to all foreign Eed Cross societies to hold an international 
Eed Cross conference in San Francisco at the time of the exposition, 
also, that the American Eed Cross take charge of such first aid work 
and emergency relief as might be necessary during the construction of 
the exposition buildings. 

Mr. George E. Holt, who was connected with the American Consu- 
late at Tangiers, Morocco, at the time of the organization of a Chapter 
of the American Eed Cross at that place, spoke briefly of the work of 
that Chapter. 

Miss Boardman addressed the Convention on the subject of the 
Ninth International Conference. 

Upon a resolution, Eed Cross medals of merit were voted to Doctors 
Eichard P. Strong and Oscar Teague, of Manila, P. I., in recognition 
of heroic service rendered in connection with the International Com- 
mission organized for the purpose of stamping out the pneumonic plague 
in Manchuria. Col. William C. Bivers, U. S. A., was voted a Eed 
Cross medal of merit in recognition of his services in the relief work 
after the eruption of the Taal volcano. 

Mr. Eobert W. de Forest, vice-president of the Eed Cross, and 
chairman of the Eed Cross Emergency Belief Committee which had 
charge of the relief work after the Washington Place factory fire in 
New York City, read a report on the work of his committee. One hun- 
dred and forty-five persons lost their lives, either at the time of the fire 
or dying soon after from injuries received. $103,000 were donated 
within a few days for relief work. One interesting point brought out 
of the administration of this relief fund was that, as a rule, families 
were more dependent upon the wages of the women than upon those 
of the men, and that it was an exception when fathers and sons were 
important factors of the family income. 

President William H. Taft, who was presiding at the afternoon ses- 
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sion, spoke briefly of the Bureau of Mines Safety Demonstration at 
Pittsburgh, October 30, 31, 1911. 

The Honorable Huntington Wilson, Assistant Secretary of State, 
and chairman of the Bed Cross International Belief Board, read the 
annual report of that board. His report showed that the American Bed 
Cross had expended about $95,000 in relief work abroad during the year, 
covering nine different disasters. 

Brig.-Gen. George H. Torney, chairman of the Bed Cross War Be- 
lief Board, read a report of the proceedings of that board for the year. 
Major Charles Lynch, chairman of the First Aid Committee of the War 
Belief Board, and Jane A. Delano, chairman of the National Committee 
on Bed Cross Nursing Service, read the annual report of their respective 
committees. 

A VISIT TO THE HOSPITAL SHIP " SOLACE " 

Baelt in December the U. S. Naval Hospital Ship " Solace " came 
to anchor at the Washington Navy Yard, and a request was at once 
sent to Surgeon General C. F. Stokes that an opportunity be given the 
Washington and Baltimore Bed Cross nurses to visit the ship. Dr. 
Stokes is a member of the Bed Cross War Belief Board and much inter- 
ested in the nursing service of the Bed Cross, so that the necessary 
arrangements were easily made for Saturday afternoon, December 11. 
All Bed Cross nurses and superintendents of training schools in Balti- 
more and Washington were invited, and, in spite of a stormy day, it 
was estimated that nearly one hundred were shown over the " Solace." 

Under normal conditions 234 enlisted men and 9 officers can be 
cared for, but the ship carries supplemental equipment for the accom- 
modation of many more. The length of the " Solace " is 361 feet, beam 
44 feet; not large when compared with a great battleship, but so won- 
derful is the utilization of space that she carries on board all the con- 
veniences of a modern hospital, an electric plant, ice plant, distillers 
which produce 8000 gallons of pure water daily, sterilizing and dis- 
infecting rooms, steam laundry, dental office, X-ray and photographic 
rooms, laboratories and special diet kitchens. Excellent libraries are 
provided for the use of officers and men, also a piano, a victrola and a 
moving picture outfit for the amusement of the ship's company and 
patients. In the extreme stern of the boat was found a small inclosed 
space placarded " The Farm," and presided over by a patriarchal-looking 
goat, "Billy." The nurses were especially interested in a stretcher 
designed by Dr. Stokes several years ago, and known as the "Stokes 
Splint Stretcher," in which patients may be hoisted on board without 
discomfort or danger. The bubbling drinking fountain, an invention 
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of Medical Inspector Mauley P. Gates, officer commanding the 
" Solace," was another point of interest. In accordance with terms of 
The Hague Convention of 1907, the " Solace " flies at all times from the 
main-mast the Eed Cross flag. 

After completing a tour of the hospital ship, which was no small 
undertaking, tea was served in the quarters of the officer commanding. 

THE RED CROSS CAR 
The Eed Cross Car has completed its trip through New York State, 
having just arrived at the Grand Central Station, New York City. 
Many nurses in the state have availed themselves of the opportunity to 
visit the car, and Dr. Shields, the surgeon in charge, has addressed 
groups of nurses in various cities. Miss Hearle, chairman of the 
Albany Local Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service, has sent an 
interesting account of the Albany nurses' visit to the car. A large 
meeting is being arranged by the committees of Manhattan and Brook- 
lyn, to be held at the Academy of Medicine, Tuesday evening, January 
16, when Dr. Shields will deliver an address on the Eed Cross first-aid 
work. The chairman of the National Committee hopes to be present. 

MARYLAND STATE COMMITTEE TEA 
The members of the Maryland State Committee on Eed Cross Nurs- 
ing Service gave a tea at the Medico- Chirurgical library, Baltimore, on 
January 11, at three o'clock. The chairman of the National Committee 
was present. There was an informal discussion of Eed Cross work, fol- 
lowed by a delightful social hour. 

CHRISTMAS SEALS 
The reports from the sale of Christmas seals have not yet been re- 
ceived, but we are assured that nurses have as usual given valuable as- 
sistance. Miss C. M. Perry, superintendent of the Maiden Hospital 
Training School, reports that her pupil nurses have manifested their 
interest by selling twenty-five dollars' worth of Eed Cross seals. The 
request sent out last month concerning the use of the uniform in public 
places seems to have met with the approval of nurses generally. Many 
letters have been received pledging us the co-operation of Eed Cross 
committees and nurses in the prevention of the improper use of the uni- 
form. We were much gratified to receive a letter early in December 
from Mr. P. H. Mann, secretary of the committee for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis, New York City, stating that in response to the protests 
received their committee had given up the plan of having nurses in uni- 
form to sell Christmas seals. He also gave assurance of their desire to 
follow out in this regard the wishes of the nursing profession. 



